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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 there is a duty on public 
authorities in England, including Parish Councils, to have regard to conserving 
biodiversity as part of their policy or decision making. This was further strengthened by 
the Environment Act 2021 so public authorities must now consider what they can do to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity in England. This means a public authority must; 

 Consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
 Agree policies and specific objectives based on their consideration. 
 Act to deliver policies and achieve objectives. 

2.0 Definition 

2.1 ‘Biodiversity 2020: a strategy of England’s wildlife and ecosystems’ by DEFRA says 
‘Biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth. It includes all species of animals and plants 
– everything that is alive on our planet. Biodiversity is important for its own sake, and 
human survival depends upon it.’ 

3.0 The Local Area 

3.1 The Warfield Parish Council area is a mixed urban/rural parish with just under half the 
area of the parish is located within the Metropolitan Green Belt. The parish contains a 
considerable number of natural areas, including woodland, hedges, ditches, farmland, 
and the Cut and Bull Brook streams. The parish has 35ha of suitable alternative natural 
greenspace (SANG), with a further 35ha proposed. The SANG’s provide sites for ground 
nesting birds and support other wildlife species. 

4.0 Parish Council responsibilities 

4.1 The Parish Council owns the Quelm Allotment site, which is surrounded by new and 
mature hedgerows. The council is responsible for Brownlow Hall, Whitegrove Community 
Centre and the Frost Folly Car Park. The council is also responsible for the play area at 
the Warfield Memorial Ground. 
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4.2 The parish council is working in partnership with Bracknell Forest Council to develop a 
new community hub at the Priory Field. These proposals will include improvements to 
support the biodiversity of the area. 

4.3 The parish council is also responsible for the provision and updating of the Warfield 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

4.4 The parish council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications as they affect 
Warfield. 

5.0 What the Parish Council will do 

5.1 Consider the impact on biodiversity in the decisions made through the parish council, 
including when commenting on planning applications. 

5.2 It will reduce the use of pesticides and herbicides used on parish council owned land and 
review how it manages common areas at the Quelm Allotment site. 

5.3 Leaving leaf litter and dead vegetation on land owned and managed by the parish 
council wherever possible as a habitat for invertebrates. 

5.4 Trees and hedges that are the responsibility of the parish council will be cut outside of 
the bird nesting season. 

5.5 The Parish Council will look to purchase and install bird boxes and insect hotels in the 
parish council owned trees and buildings. 

5.6 The Parish Council will promote biodiversity via the parish council website. 

5.7 The parish council will work with other local councils and local groups to protect and 
promote biodiversity across the borough. 

5.8 The Parish Council will hold to account and challenge other bodies whose behaviours fail 
to conserve or enhance biodiversity in Warfield. 

 

 


